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          City of El Paso – City Plan Commission Staff Report 

Case No:  PZST14-00013 

Application Type:        Special Permit and Detailed Site Development Plan Review 

CPC Hearing Date:     May 22, 2014 

Staff Planner:  Michael McElroy, 915-212-1612, mcelroyms@elpasotexas.gov  

Location:   3800 Hondo Pass Drive 

Legal Description:  Tracts 517 & 518, Sunrise Acres, City of El Paso, El Paso County, Texas 

Acreage:   2.017 acres 

Rep District:  2 

Existing Zoning:  R-4/sp (Residential/special permit)   

Existing Use: Church 

C/SC/SP/ZBA/LNC: Yes; Special Permit (see Attachment 7) 

Request: Special Permit to allow a Personal Wireless Service Facility (PWSF)  

Proposed Use:  Ground-mounted PWSF  

Property Owner: Trinity Lutheran Church 

Applicant: Trinity Lutheran Church/Verizon Wireless   

Representative: Les Gutierrez on behalf of Verizon Wireless            

 

SURROUNDING ZONING AND LAND USE  

North: Castner Range / Fort Bliss Military Reservation  

South: R-4 (Residential) / Single-family dwellings   

East:      R-4 (Residential) / Single-family dwellings   

West:     R-4 (Residential) / Single-family dwellings   

 

PLAN EL PASO DESIGNATION: G-3, Post-War  

NEAREST PARK: Sunrise Park (3,030 feet)    

NEAREST SCHOOL: Canyon Hills Middle School (1,199 feet)      

 

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATIONS 

Sunrise Neighborhood Association 

 

NEIGHBORHOOD INPUT 
Notice of a Public Hearing was mailed to all property owners within 300 feet of the subject property on April 

29, 2014. The Planning Division has received four letters in opposition to the special permit request (see 

Attachment 9). 

 

APPLICATION BACKGROUND 

A City Council Resolution, dated November 18, 1986, granted a special permit for a church on a site less than 

three acres (see Attachment 7). While the special permit still exists on the property, this minimum land area 

requirement is no longer a code requirement.  The applicant has requested that City Council repeal the old 

special permit as part of the current special permit request (see Attachment 8). 

 
APPLICATION DESCRIPTION 

The applicant is requesting a special permit to allow for the placement of a ground-mounted personal wireless 

service facility (PWSF) on the church property.  A special permit is a requirement of Section 20.10.455(D) 

and Section 20.10.455(D)(1)(d)(i) of the El Paso City Code as the proposal is in a residential district and there 

is one existing PWSF tower within one-half mile of this site.   The site plan shows a 520 sq. ft. lease area for a 

65-foot monopine with antennas and ground equipment.  The antennas and support structure will be 

camouflaged to resemble a pine tree (see Attachment 5).  The applicant submitted verification that co-location 
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is not possible as required by Section 20.10.455(D)(1)(d)(iii), necessitating a new tower.  Maintenance access 

is proposed from Comet Street. 

 

PLANNING DIVISION RECOMMENDATION 
The Planning Division recommends APPROVAL of the special permit for a Personal Wireless Service 

Facility (PWSF), as it meets all the requirements of Sections 20.04.320 Special Permit, Section 20.04.160 

Detailed Site Development Plan, and 20.10.455 PWSF.  

 

Plan El Paso-Future Land Use Map Designation 
All applications for special permit shall demonstrate compliance with the following criteria: 

 

G-3, Post-War:  This sector applies to transitional neighborhoods typically developed from the 1950s through the 

1980s.  Streets were laid out with curvilinear patterns without alleys and shopping centers are located at major 

intersections behind large parking lots.  This sector is generally stable but would benefit from strategic suburban 

retrofits to supplement the limited housing stock and add missing civic and commercial uses. 

 

The purpose of the R-4 (Residential) district is to provide a low density of dwelling units supporting a suburban-

urban interface that permits developments utilizing varying lot configurations. Permits primarily single-family 

and two-family residential areas, and recreational and institutional uses incidental to and serving the 

neighborhood. 

 

COMMENTS:  

 

City Development Department - Planning Division - Transportation   

No objection.  

 

City Development Department - Land Development 

No objection. 

 

City Development Department – Building & Development Permitting  

Recommend approval.  The applicant has elected to buyout their landscaping requirement as provided by Section 

18.46.140.  This fee will be assessed at the time of building permits (see Attachment 6). 

 

Fire Department 

No objections recommend approval. 

 

El Paso Water Utilities 

EPWU does not object to this request. 

 

EPWU-PSB Comments 

Water 

1. There is an existing 8-inch diameter water main that extends along Hondo Pass Dr. located 

approximately 15 feet south of the street centerline.  This water main is available for service. 

2. There is an existing 6-inch diameter water main that extends along Polaris Dr. located approximately 10 

feet east of the street centerline.  This water main is available for service.  

3. There is an existing 6-inch diameter water main that extends along Comet Dr. located approximately 10 

feet west of the street centerline.  This main is available for service. 

4. Previous water pressure readings conducted on fire hydrant No. 3207 located at the SE corner of the 

intersection of Hondo Pass Dr. and Comet Dr., have yielded a static pressure of 160 pounds per square 

inch (psi), a residual pressure of 136 psi and a discharge of 1,678 gallons per minute (gpm). 

5. The owner should, for his own protection and at his own expense, install at the discharge side of each 

water meter a pressure regulator, strainer and relief valve, to be set for pressure as desired by the 

customer. The Lot owner shall be responsible for the operation and maintenance of the above-described 

water pressure regulating device. 
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6. EPWU-PSB records indicate a vacant 1-inch water meter serving the subject property.  The service 

address for this meter is 3800 Hondo Pass Dr. 

 

Sanitary Sewer: 

1. There is an existing 8-inch diameter sanitary sewer main that extends along Hondo Pass Dr. located 

approximately 35 feet south of the street centerline.  This main is available for service.  

2. There is an existing 8-inch diameter sanitary sewer main that extends along Polaris Dr. located 

approximately 5 feet west of the street centerline.  This main is available for service.   

3. There is an existing 8-inch diameter sanitary sewer main that extends along Comet Dr. located 

approximately 5 feet west of the street centerline.  This main is available for service.   

 

General: 

1. A new service application is required for additional water and sanitary sewer services. New service 

applications are available at 1154 Hawkins, 3
rd

 Floor. A site plan, utility plan, grading and drainage 

plans, landscaping plan, the legal description of the property and a certificate-of-compliance are required 

at the time of application. Service will be provided in accordance with the current EPWU – PSB Rules 

and Regulations. The applicant is responsible for the costs of any necessary on-site and off-site 

extensions, relocations or adjustments of water and sanitary sewer lines and appurtenances.    

 

Attachments 

1.  Zoning Map 

2.  Aerial Map 

3.  Detailed Site Development Plan 

4.  Elevations  

5.  Simulation Pictures 

6.  Landscaping Buyout Letter 

7.  Resolution dated November 18, 1986 

8.  Special Permit Repeal Request 

9.  Opposition Letters 
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ATTACHMENT 1: ZONING MAP 
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ATTACHMENT 2: AERIAL MAP 
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ATTACHMENT 3: DETAILED SITE DEVELOPMENT PLAN 
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ATTACHMENT 3: DETAILED SITE DEVELOPMENT PLAN (CONTINUED) 
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ATTACHMENT 4: ELEVATIONS 
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ATTACHMENT 5: SIMULATION PICTURES 
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ATTACHMENT 5: SIMULATION PICTURES 
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ATTACHMENT 5: SIMULATION PICTURES 
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ATTACHMENT 5: SIMULATION PICTURES 
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ATTACHMENT 6: LANDSCAPING BUYOUT LETTER 
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ATTACHMENT 7: RESOLUTION DATED NOVEMBER 18, 1986 
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ATTACHMENT 7: RESOLUTION DATED NOVEMBER 18, 1986 (CONTINUED) 
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ATTACHMENT 8: SPECIAL PERMIT REPEAL REQUEST 
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ATTACHMENT 9: OPPOSITION LETTERS 
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ATTACHMENT 9: OPPOSITION LETTERS (CONTINUED) 
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ATTACHMENT 9: OPPOSITION LETTERS (CONTINUED) 
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ATTACHMENT 9: OPPOSITION LETTERS (CONTINUED) 

 

 

 


